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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 128369 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:WMO, TGEN, EFIS, CW, PLOS, PBOR 
SUBJECT:US SCIENTIFIC TEAM TO PENRHYN ISLAND 

REF: A) WELLINGTON 1958 D) WELLINGTON 1110 

B ) 76 STATE 285977 E) WELLINGTON 2084 

C) STATE 060263 

1 . DEPARTMENT WISHES THE EMBASSY TO SEND NOTE TO COOKS 
AS PER REF B. DEPARTMENT BELIEVES SUCH ACTION WILL NOT 
JEOPARDIZE USG TERRITORIAL CLAIM TO NORTHERN COOKS. WE 
HAVE IN OTHER INSTANCES, SUCH AS RECENT PEACE CORPS 
AGREEMENT, NEGOTIATED ITEMS WITH THE COOKS AS THE DE 
FACTO ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY OF THE DISPUTED ISLANDS. 

THE NOTE SHOULD NOT DRAW ATTENTION TO THE US CLAIM TO 
PENRHYN. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 128369 

2. NOAA HAS ADVISED THE DEPARTMENT IT HAS NOT COMMUNICATED 
DIRECTLY WITH COOK ISLANDS GOVERNMENT OR GNZ MINISTRY OF 
TRANSPORT REGARDING USE OF PENRHYN ISLAND OTHER THAN AS 
MENTIONED IN PARA 4 OF REF B. NOAA INTEREST REMAINS HIGH 
AND MUST SOON BEGIN DETAILED PLANNING. NOAA ALSO HAS 
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF OBTAINING SUPPORT IN KIND FROM 
GNZ AND/OR COOK ISLAND GOVERNMENT. VANCE 
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